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      FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE DEFENSE FUND 
 

 
Dated:  February 20, 2018      By:        /s/ Charles S. LiMandri       

Charles S. LiMandri 
Paul M. Jonna 
Teresa L. Mendoza 
Jeffrey M. Trissell       
Attorneys for PLAINTIFFS
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Charles S. LiMandri, SBN 11084 

Paul M. Jonna, SBN 265389 

Teresa L. Mendoza, SBN 185820 

Jeffrey M. Trissell, SBN 292480 
FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE DEFENSE FUND 
P.O. Box 9520 
Rancho Santa Fe, California 92067 
Tel: (858) 759-9948; Fax: (858) 759-9938 
cslimandri@limandri.com 

 
Attorneys for PLAINTIFFS 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

 

 
DECLARATION OF CHARLES S. LIMANDRI 

 
 

I, CHARLES S. LIMANDRI, declare as follows: 

1.  I am admitted to practice law before this Court, and I represent the Plaintiffs 

in this case. This declaration is in support of Plaintiffs’ concurrently filed Motion for a 

Preliminary Injunction. I make this Declaration based on my personal knowledge. 

2. On July 31, 2017, and August 1, 2017, I submitted requests to the San Diego 

Unified School District [the “District”] under the California Public Records Act, seeking 

Citizens For Quality Education  
San Diego, et al.,   

 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

 

San Diego Unified School District, et al., 

 

                      Defendants. 

 
 
 
 
     
 
Case No. 3:17-cv-1054-BAS ( JMA) 
 

[2]
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copies of public records relating to, among other things, correspondence or 

communications between District officials, including Defendants, and the Council on 

American Islamic Relations [“CAIR”], and any individual, organization, or entity that 

assisted in the planning, adoption, and implementation of the anti-Islamophobia Initiative.  

Copies of those requests are attached hereto as Exhibits 40 and 41. Exhibits attached 

hereto from the District’s CPRA production are each identifiable by a header beginning 

“FY20162017.” 

3. Beginning in September 2017, Jeffrey Day, Legal Specialist at the District, 

responded to my public records request by several emails, producing over 700 pages of 

emails, correspondence, and other documents related to the anti-Islamophobia Initiative 

and CAIR’s operations in the District. Copies of those email responses are attached hereto 

as Exhibit 42. 

4. Attached as Exhibit 2 is a true and correct copy of Agenda Item G.5., 

“Proposed Direction to Superintendent to Develop Plan to Address Islamophobia and 

Muslim Student Safety/Bullying,” from the District Board of Education’s regular board 

meeting on July 26, 2016. The Recommendation therein was adopted by the Board. 

5. Attached as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy of the District’s reports of  

religious-based incidents in 2015 and 2016.  The incidents dated January 29, 2016, and 

March 8, 2016, refer to bullying based on another student’s status as a Muslim.  Notably, 

11 other incidents refer to bullying based on other students’ status as Jews.  

6. Attached as Exhibit 4 is a true and correct copy of all unique incidents of 

bullying and harassment in the District in 2015 and 2016.  Notably, only a small minority 

of these incidents are based on religion.  (See Exhibit 3.) 

7. Attached as Exhibit 5 is a true and correct copy of the “Vision 2020/Quality 

Schools in Every Neighborhood District Accountability Report” presented at the April 4, 

2017, District Board meeting. The report includes “Protected Class Reports” for the 

period of July 1, 2016, to December 31, 2016, at page 6. The report also describes the 

proposed Policy, including the “Action Steps” developed in conjunction with CAIR to 

[3]
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implement the anti-Islamophobia Initiative, at pages 7 through 12. The Board 

unanimously adopted the Policy. 

8. Attached as Exhibit 6 is a true and correct copy of Defendant Cynthia 

Marten’s notes taken during a “CAIR / Hanif Mohebi Meeting” held on September 26, 

2016. In the notes, Marten indicates that “Hanif wants policy” and it “[c]ould be a 

model.”  Notably, many of the items discussed at this meeting were incorporated into the 

Policy’s Action Steps.  (See Exhibit 5.) 

9. Attached as Exhibit 7 is a true and correct copy of CAIR’s “Proposed Outline 

of Services” to the District, stating “true commitment to combat Islamophobia comes 

from directed training with accurate information.” 

10. Attached as Exhibit 8 is a true and correct copy  of CAIR’s “Vision, Mission, 

Core Principles” posted on its website, available at http://cair.com/about-us/vision-

mission-core-principles.html . 

11. Attached as Exhibit 9 is a true and correct copy of an article headlined 

“American Muslim leader urges faithful to spread Islam’s message,” San Ramon Valley 

Herald ( July 4, 1998). 

12. Attached as Exhibit 10 is a true and correct copy of the rush transcript of a 

KPBS News radio interview with Hanif Mohebi, Executive Director of CAIR’s San Diego 

chapter (“CAIR-SD”), entitled “San Diego Unified School Board Approves Creation of 

Anti-Islamophobia Plan,” KPBS News ( July 28, 2016).   

13. Attached as Exhibit 11 is a true and correct copy of a CAIR pamphlet entitled 

Know Your Rights as a Muslim Youth at School.  (See Exhibit 14.) 

14. Attached as Exhibit 12 is a true and correct copy of a CAIR pamphlet entitled 

An Educator’s Guide to Islamic Religious Practices. 

15.  Attached as Exhibit 13 are true and correct copies of two email exchanges 

beginning on December 15, 2016, and January 30, 2017, respectively, that include KPBS 

reporter Megan Burks and various District officials regarding Mohebi’s visit to Logan 

Elementary school on February 2, 2017. 

[4]
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16. Attached as Exhibit 14 is a true and correct copy of an article by Megan Burks 

for KPBS News, headlined “Anti-Islamophobia Training Rolls Out In San Diego 

Schools,” available at https://goo.gl/iUCF7p .  (See Exhibit 11.) 

17. Attached as Exhibit 15 is a true and correct copy of the Partnership 

Agreement between  the District and  CAIR-SD, entered into in November 2015 to 

provide “mutual assistance and benefit through shared time and resources.”  (This copy 

was appended to the District’s Board of Education meeting minutes where it was 

approved.  The fully executed copy was not appended and has not yet been produced to 

Plaintiffs.) 

18. Attached as part of Exhibit 16 is a true and correct copy of Agenda Item F.3., 

“Proclamation Recognizing the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) San 

Diego Chapter,” from the District Board of Education’s regular board meeting on 

November 10, 2015. The Recommendation therein was adopted by the Board, and also 

attached as part of Exhibit 16 is a true and correct copy of the Proclamation. 

19. Attached as Exhibit 17 is a true and correct copy of an email exchange 

beginning on October 13, 2016, involving Defendant Marten and Mohebi, through which 

Mohebi requested, and Marten provided, a letter honoring CAIR. 

20. Attached as Exhibit 18 is a true and correct copy of an email exchange 

beginning on April 4, 2017 involving Defendant Beiser and Mohebi, through which 

Mohebi requested, and Beiser provided a letter of recommendation, which Mohebi had 

drafted. 

21. Attached as Exhibit 19 is a true and correct printout of a page from the CAIR 

California – San Diego Area website entitled “Our Board.”  

22. Attached as Exhibit 20 is a true and correct printout of a page from the CAIR 

California – Greater Los Angeles Area website entitled “Our Board.” 

23. Attached as Exhibit 21 is a true and correct printout of a page the CAIR 

California – San Diego Area website entitled “Make a One-Time Gift.” 

/ / / 
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24. Attached as Exhibit 22 is a true and correct copy of an email exchange 

beginning March 28, 2017, among Defendant Marten, Mohebi, and various District 

officials, with the subject line, “April 4th Meeting and MOU.” 

25. Attached as Exhibit 23 is a true and correct printout of a page on the 

District’s website entitled “Addressing Bullying of Muslim Students.” 

26. Attached as Exhibit 24 is a true and correct copy of an email exchange 

beginning March 15, 2017 between Linda Trousdale, a District official, and Defendant 

Marten, with the subject line, “CAIR / Hanif Mohebi – Invitation to edit.” The email 

discloses that Mohebi had the authority to edit the District’s forthcoming Policy. 

27. Attached as Exhibit 25 is a true and correct copy of an email exchange 

beginning March 6, 2017 between District officials Christopher Woehler and Linda 

Trousdale, with the subject line, “Muslim Instructional Materials.” 

28. Attached as Exhibit 26 is a true and correct copy of an email exchange 

beginning April 15, 2017 among District official Christopher Woehler and CAIR agent 

Valerie Shields, along with two other District officials, with the subject line, “Books for 

Ramadan.” 

29. Attached as Exhibit 27 is a true and correct copy of an email dated April 21, 

2017 from Valerie Shields to District officials, with the subject line, “More specifics re 

ordering of Muslim culture books.” 

 30. Attached as Exhibit 28 is a true and correct copy of an email dated May 10, 

2017, from CAIR agent Valerie Shields to District official Stanley Anjan, cc’ing Mohebi 

and CAIR agents Lallia Allali and Linda Williams. The email provides the quote for the 

CAIR books from Barnes & Noble Booksellers for $1,236.54. Shields directs Anjan to send 

the budget code to the District’s Instructional Materials Center so that the books can be 

bought. Shields also tells Anjan “we need you to send a communication to staff once these 

books become available.” 

31. Attached as Exhibit 29 is a true and correct copy of an email exchange 

beginning on May 10, 2017, between District officials Woehler, Anjan, and Jim Solo, with 

[6]
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the subject line, “Muslim Student Anti-Bullying Library Books.” In the exchange, 

Woehler confirmed to Anjan that he had bought CAIR’s books.   

32. Attached as Exhibit 30 is a true and correct copy of Agenda Item E.2, 

“REVISED 7/25/17: Addressing Tolerance Through the Comprehensive School 

Counseling and Guidance Plan” from the District Board of Education’s regular board 

meeting on July 25, 2017. The Recommendation therein was technically adopted by the 

Board. However, Plaintiffs dispute the accuracy of some of the “Background” facts.  First, 

the Action Steps developed in conjunction with CAIR to protect Muslim students are still 

in effect.  (See Exhibits 31 and 33.)  Further, although Defendants’ relationship with CAIR 

may not be a “formal partnership,” the relationship between them continues.  (See 

Exhibits 31 – 36.)  (The continued relationship with CAIR is the subject of Plaintiffs’ ex 

parte application for limited expedited discovery, which will be filed contemporaneously 

with this motion.) 

33. Attached as Exhibit 31 is a true and correct copy of an email exchange on July 

25, 2017, between District officials and CAIR agents, with the subject line, “Thanks for 

today’s meeting! As promised—1st DRAFT—Creating a Toolkit of online resources for 

Addressing Islamophobia!” and strategizing talking points.  

34. Attached as Exhibit 32 is a true and correct copy of an email exchange 

beginning on July 26, 2017, from Defendant Marten’s assistant to Mohebi and others, with 

the subject line “Lunch with Cindy and Andrew.” Defendant Barrera was also scheduled 

to attend. 

35. Attached as Exhibit 33 is a true and correct copy of an email dated July 28, 

2017, from CAIR agent Linda Williams to Superintendent Marten, Defendant Board 

Members, and other District officials, copying Mohebi, Allali, and other CAIR agents, 

with the subject line “Addressing Islamophobia SDUSD.” 

36. Attached as Exhibit 34 is a true and correct copy of an email exchange 

beginning August 9, 2017, among CAIR agents Linda Williams and Lallia Allali and 

District official Andrew Sharp, copying Defendant Marten and Mohebi, among others, 

[7]
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with the subject line “Recommended resources to be reviewed/vetted by SDUSD 

Curriculum Department.”  (See Exhibits 35 [“Toolkit” suggested by Linda Williams] and 

Exhibit 36 “A List of 36 Books for Promoting American/Islamic Harmony” compiled by 

Lallia Allali.) 

37. Attached as Exhibit 35 is a true and correct copy of CAIR’s “A Beginning 

Toolkit of Resources for Addressing Islamophobia, and Promoting Mutual 

Understanding, Respect, and Harmony.” The Toolkit was “[c]ompiled and used in 

presentations as of 8-23-2017” by the CAIR Committee.   

38. Attached as Exhibit 36 is a true and correct copy of CAIR agent Lallia Allali’s 

“List of 36 Books for promoting American/Islamic Harmony” for use in the District. 

39. Attached as Exhibit 37 is a true and correct copy of a report on a survey 

conducted by CAIR’s California chapter entitled “Mislabeled: The Impact of Bullying 

and Discrimination on California Muslim Students.” 

40. Attached as Exhibit 38 is a true and correct copy of AP 6381, the District’s  

administrative procedure for dealing with bullying and intimidation. 

41. Attached as Exhibit 39 is a true and correct printout of Lou Gelfran, Reader 

Says Use of ‘Fundamentalist’ Hurting Muslims, Minneapolis Star Tribune, April 4, 1993, at 

31A.  

I declare under penalty of perjury that the preceding is true and correct. Executed 

February 14, 2018, in Rancho Santa Fe, California. 

 
   /s/ Charles S. LiMandri                                                

      
     E-Mail:  cslimandri@limandri.com 
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